




Application for a Use Permit (Temporary) 

The Bair Island Aquatic Center (BIAC) is a nonprofit community in Silicon Valley focused on 
human-powered water sports such as rowing, sculling, paddling, and dragon boating.

BIAC offers year-round competitive and recreational programs to our beginning class graduates 
and to experienced rowers or paddlers.

BIAC now supports many teams including NorCal, Serra, and a variety of adult groups. 
Recently, in partnership with Redwood City Recreation, we have begun a new program called 
“Safe Program” where 10-20 at-risk youth are learning to crew with the coaches of BIAC. 

BIAC and NorCal have been using space in the Paul Powers building for ERG (indoor rowers). 
These buildings are slated for demolition in June and we need to relocate these trainers. (Our 
team jogs across the “bridge to no-where” after parking at BIAC.) 

We would like to use additional space in the open parking area across Maple Street from BIAC. 
BIAC currently rents from the City a 10,000 sq foot boat and trailer storage space and we would 
like to increase this space to use for outdoor ERG training, additional parking and additional boat 
and trailer storage. 

The additional space is not designed to increase the usage at BIAC. The current space in use at 
the Paul Powers building will move to the new tent and no new parking or members are 
expected. The additional parking will be used to ease the expanded parking used by the crews on 
Maple Street (which extends from BIAC to Bloomquist Street). 

The expansion space is currently being used as an area for car dealerships to store cars. The 
ground is asphalt (striped). On the east side of the lot is the protected area. There is a curb 
protecting run-off from the parking area. On top of the asphalt near the protected area is a layer 
of gravel. 

The primary use of the new space will be 1) as a place for indoor ERG machines (see below), 2) 
additional parking space, 3) additional space for parking trailers (removing them from street 
parking in front of BIAC, 4) additional space for storing boats, in particular a large training 
“barge” that is two 8 sweep boats lashed together for beginner training (including the “safe” 
program). We will build racks to more efficiently store the boats. 

In addition to these primary usages, we anticipate also using the area for repair of the sweep 
boats a few times a year (in the summer). This involves minimal use of fiberglass chemicals and 
welding repairs. (The chemicals will be stored at the existing BIAC facility.)

We will acquire a farm tent (under 3000 square feet) for training under the cover to protect 
against rain/hot sun. One candidate structure is shown below - 35’ wide by 84’ long (ClearSpan 
Storage Building R035).  We are planning to put flooring under the tent. This will be plywood 
(3/4”) over 2x4 supports (to keep the plywood from shifting). We will put rubber matting on top 
of the plywood in the exercise area. 



We will bring in electricity to a corner pole in the northeast corner of the new lot to provide 
lighting inside the tent.

BIAC’s primary hours are from 5am to 9am and again 3pm to 7pm all days. There is light useage 
on weekdays between 9am to 3pm. There is moderate useage on weekends between 9am to 3pm. 
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Program Weekday Weekend Days Dates Comments
BIAC Outriggers 1800-2100 0900-1200 Tu,Th,Su Ongoing
BIAC Kayaks random random 7 Ongoing
CDBA 1830-2100 1000-1600 Tu,Th,Sa,Su Ongoing
BIAC Sweep Men Adv 0500-0700 x M,W,F Ongoing
BIAC Sweep Wmn Adv 0500-0700 x M,W,F Ongoing
BIAC Sweep Int8 AM 0500-0700 0600-0800 Tu,Th,Sa Ongoing
BIAC Sweep Sundays Hold: 1815-2015 0815-1015 Su Ongoing
BIAC Sweep Novice 0500-0700 0600-0800 Tu,Th,St Ongoing
BIAC Sculler Certification 0600-0730, 1800-1930 tba W Ongoing
BIAC Scullers random random 7 Ongoing
NorCal - Novice Men 1600-1830 0900-1200 Tu,Th,F,Sa School Year
NorCal - Novice Wmn 15:45-18:15 0830-1130 Tu,Th,F,Sa School Year
NorCal - Men HvWt 0500-0700,1600-1830 1600-1830 M-F,Su School Year
NorCal - Men LtWt 0500-0700,1600-1830 1600-1830 M-F,Su School Year
NorCal - Wmn HvWt 0500-0700,1600-1830 1600-1830 M-F,Su School Year
NorCal - Wmn LtWt 0500-0700,1600-1830 1600-1830 M-F,Su School Year
Serra Frosh 0400-0630 0700-0930 M,W,F,Sa School Year
Serra - Men HvWt 0515-0715 0700-0930 T,W,F,Sa School Year
Serra - Men LtWt 0515-0715 0700-0930 T,W,F,Sa School Year
BIAC LTR 0900-1200 0900-1200 Sa, Su April-Sept
NorCal LTR Camp 0800-1200 x M-F Jun23-Aug22



Overview of the site. We plan to add new fences on the back and side to enclose the 
space. There is an existing gate on Maple Street that will will fit with a new lock for 
access.
 

The primary exercise equipment is an “ERG” - inside rower. 



From the North East corner looking across 
the yard. The ground is compacted gravel 
over asphalt.

From the parking next to the current 
BIAC turquoise building looking into the 
new site.



The existing BIAC area is surrounded on the Maple sides by a permanent fence 
(existing prior to BIACʼs use of the facility). BIAC installed temporary fencing on other 
sides. BIAC also installed a new sliding gate on the “north” side. 

The new space is adjacent to the existing space and has an existing gate. The new 
space is 89x150 (13,350 square feet).



BIAC will relocate the existing temporary fencing to enclose a parking/storage area in 
the new area. Additional new fencing will be obtained to enclose both the yards. The 
tent will be located at the southern corner of the space with access via a pedestrian 
gate at the back of the parking area.


